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go to Rome and to help in the election of a new Pope. As
he went, there were many people who prophesied in
Milan that he himself would be the next Pope.
From several of his statements I cannot help but feel
that he himself thought it highly probable. Nobody
could want such a difficult position for the end of his
years, especially when at the age of sixty-four he had
reached the time when, in almost every profession of the
world, men are considered old enough to retire. Yet
whether he thought he himself was about to be elected,
or someone else, he went to Rome, realising that the next
Pope would have to work hard to achieve peace in the
world, and that he would certainly have not only to fight
Bolshevism on many fronts, but possibly also in Italy, and
in Rome itself.
When the Austrians had bombed Venice and the Italian
Government, as a reprisal, confiscated the Palazzo
Venezia, which at that time was the Austrian Embassy to
the Vatican, and which to-day is the office of Signer
Mussolini, the Spaniards offered Pope Benedict XV a
temporary refuge in their country. There was serious
talk at the Vatican at that time of moving to Spain, but
Pope Benedict XV, feeling that he was an Italian, and that
to leave Rome would hurt Italy, refused to go. Cardinal
Ratti, going down to Rome for the Conclave, must have
thought also that if Bolshevism triumphed in Italy, the
new Pope might have to face all the horrors and difficulties
of a flight from Rome.
He, however, had a burning Italian patriotism within
him, and he felt certain that if the weight of the Church
could be brought to support an Italian Government, there
would be a possibility of a future great Italy. His other